
 
Birth-Year Registration Beginning Fall 2016 

In response to the US Soccer Federation mandates (published 8/24/2015) and US Youth Soccer’s 

approved implementation schedule (published 9/1/2015), the Maryland State Youth Soccer 

Association (MSYSA) will begin rostering/carding travel players according to birth year 

beginning with the 2016/17 seasonal year. As such, when travel teams register with MSYSA in 

the fall of 2016, rosters will be created and referred to primarily by birth year (e.g. 2005 as 

opposed to U12) and every travel roster will reflect the birth year of the oldest player appearing 

on the roster.  

 

MSYSA held a conference call with affiliate travel league leadership individuals on Tuesday, 

December 1, 2015 to bring everyone together to discuss the implementation strategy. The call 

focused on the change in registration from school-year to birth-year age groupings and the 

mitigation of any potential negative unintended consequences as they relate to league 

participation. 

 

A major concern with the move to birth year rostering is keeping existing teams together; this led 

to the primary point of discussion during the conference call centering on players playing up: 

 

What does this mean for my team? In the event that your team is planning to 

participate in a league that will permit enough players to play up to allow your 

current team to remain together, one of the impacts will be that your team will be 

referred to by the birth year for the oldest player(s) on your roster. Another impact 

is that players born in 2004 who were expecting to play 8v8 in the fall of 2016 will 

now be playing 11v11. Additionally, teams comprised of high school aged players 

(e.g. 9
th

 graders) playing high school soccer may choose not to roster in the fall and 

therefore players playing up who may still be in middle school (e.g. 8
th

 graders) 

may not have a team on which to play.  

 

Please know that there is the possibility of your team playing against teams that are 

solely comprised of players born in the year of your oldest player(s) and could 

result in competitions where there is nearly a two year age difference between 

players (e.g. a player born in January 2004 and a player born in December 2005 

are separated in age by 23 months).   

 

MSYSA affiliated leagues are continually evaluating the impact of these changes 

and may potentially modify their rules accordingly. In the event that your team is 

planning to participate in a league that will not permit enough players to play up to 

allow your current team to remain together, then your team will need to either find 



a new league in which to participate (whose rules will allow your team to stay 

together) or your team will need to break into new teams. If your team breaks into 

new teams, please be sure to familiarize yourself with the rules for your specific 

league with regards to how the identity of the team transfers. 

 

MSYSA understands that the answer for every travel team will be different with regards to how 

they decide to move forward beginning fall of 2016. This is due to the fact that every travel team 

make-up is different (e.g. distribution of players born in each birth year) and the goals, objectives 

and aspirations may vary slightly from team to team. Still, every travel team is encouraged to 

make the best decision for their players collectively while keeping the specifics for their team in 

mind. Every travel team should work with their clubs’ technical and administrative leadership 

individuals to determine the best option for their team. 

 

Each MSYSA affiliated travel league will be finalizing and clearly posting their league rules on 

their websites for the fall 2016 season by February 1, 2016. MSYSA-affiliated travel leagues will 

continue communicating with their participating clubs/teams, and teams are encouraged to reach 

out to their club representatives to help with additional questions. 

 

Please know that there is no immediate impact for the spring 2016 State and Presidents Cup 

competitions and there is no impact to the Olympic Development Program (ODP). For the spring 

2017 State and Presidents Cup competitions MSYSA rosters will be based upon calendar year 

age brackets. 

 

A similar document will be published in the near future addressing non-travel (recreational) 

players. 


